
Overview

The Exquisite Corpse Activity is multi-visit in-gallery experience that positions visitors/participants 
as active meaning-makers who are developing connections to works of art on view in the museum’s 
galleries, exhibitions, and permanent collections—bridging their experiences and knowledge with 
museum objects.  

7KLV�DFWLYLW\�UHVXOWV�LQ�ZULWWHQ�REMHFW�GHVFULSWLRQV�WKDW�UHÀHFW�D�PXOWLSOLFLW\�RI�YRLFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
traditional institutional narrative. 

Exquisite Corpse Activity
Curriculum and Activity Sheet

Audience

First implemented with community-museum partnership serving an intergenerational refugee 
audience; can be used with any multi-visit program.
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Results

These written descriptions have resulted in wall labels presenting alternative explorations and 
narratives of works of art on view in the permanent collections written from visitors’ perspectives. 

The resulting stories, rather than focus on the biography of the artist or the historical context of the 
work of art, show ways in which visitors can make their own interpretations about what is going on.  
Perhaps, more importantly, they do not adhere to a singular canonical truth, educational objective, 
or curatorial vision.  Additionally, they allow for multiple interpretations of a work within a single 
description. There is no overarching institutional narrative providing a “truthful” interpretation; instead, 
WKHUH�LV�ÀH[LELOLW\�DQG�FUHDWLYLW\�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�VWRU\�

Structure/Directions

Multiple gallery sessions, each about 1 hour, dedicated to small group work, where participants/
visitors discuss works of art ant share observations. 

Preparation 
�� Select artworks that are diverse in material, composition, and style
�� Create groups of 4-6 individuals 
�� A sheet of paper on a clipboard with a pencil is left in front of works selected 

Activity
Groups rotate through the works of art selected to create a collaborative poem/written description 
RI�DQ�DUWZRUN���(DFK�JURXS�LV�JLYHQ�¿YH�PLQXWHV�WR�GHYHORS�D�OLQH�WR�WKH�SRHP��DIWHU�JURXSV�URWDWH�WR�
the next work of art and add new line to the story.

At each artwork
�� Discuss work 
�� Collaboratively write interpretation/observation 
�� Conceal all but last word by folding the paper, leaving it for the next group to add to.  
�� Rotate to next work

Once each group has rotated through the selected artworks, groups will lead a brief tour utilizing 
the collaborative multi-line poem as the descriptions of each work.   

Below are some tips to use in the galleries to stimulate conversation; however, any open-ended 
question can be used. 
�� What is going on in this work?
�� What does it look like?
�� What do the texture, line, color, and shapes look like?
�� What story does the work tell?
�� :KDW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�PLQG�ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKLV�ZRUN"�([SODLQ�
�� How does it make you feel? Explain.
�� What is your favorite part? why?
�� What is your least favorite part? why? 
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Instructions

1. Write one sentence about the work, use the guiding questions below to help 
start brainstorming

2. Fold over paper to hide your sentence from the next group

3. On the next line write the last word of your sentence

4. Rotate to next work

5. Repeat

Guiding Questions

�� What is going on in this work?

�� What does it look like?

�� What do the texture, line, color, and shapes look like?

�� What story does the work tell?

�� :KDW�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�WR�PLQG�ZKHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKLV�ZRUN"�
Explain.

�� How does it make you feel? Explain. 

�� What is your favorite part? why?

�� What is your least favorite part? why?

Exquisite Corpse Activity
Collaborative Poem/Story Gallery Activity Worksheet 
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